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SUBJECT: BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION: MINISTER OP LABOR RELATIONS 
JIMENEZ DE PARGA 

1. SOMETHING OP A CONTROVERSIAL PIGURE IN CATALONIA, 

48-YEAR OLD MANUEL JIMENEZ DE PARGA Y CABRERA SHOULD 
INJECT SOME MUCH-NEEDED DYNAMISM INTO THE MINISTRY OP 
LABOR. WITH THE DISAPPEARAHCE OF THE FRANCO-EAR SYNDICAL 
RELATIONS PORTFOLIO, A REORGANIZED MINISTRY OF LABOR 
RELATIONS WILL BE RESPONSIBLE POR THE PULL SCOPE OP LABOR 
REFOR, TRADE UNIONISM, AND CRITICAL LABOR-MANAGEMENT 
RELATIONS QUESTIONS (INCLUDING AN INPUT INTO ANY "SOCIAL 
PACT" NEGOTIATIONS ON WAGE-PRICE RESTRAINTS). 

2. JIMENEZ DE PARGA WAS BORN IN GRANADA, APRIL 9, 1929. 

ALTER STUDYING LAW IN GRANADA, HE MOVED TO MADRID IN 1951 
WHERE HE RECEIVED HIS DOCTORATE IN 1953. HE WAS SUCCESSIVELY 
NAMED PROPESSOR OP POLITICAL SOCIOLOGY AND PROFESSOR OP 
POLITICAL LAW, AND IN 1957 MOVED TO CATALONIA TO JOIN 

THE PACULTY OP THE UNIVERSITY OF BARCELONA. POREIGN 
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STUDIES INCLUDED STAYS AT THE UNIVERSITIES OP HEIDELBERG, 

PRIGOURG, MUNICH AND PARIS. IN ADDITTION TO SERVING AS 
DEAN OP THE LAW SCHOOL AND TEMPORARILY (NOVEMBER 1976 ATO 
EARLY 1977) HEADING THE UNIVERSITY OP BARCELONA, JIMENEZ 
DE PARGA ALSO HAS A VERY SUCCESSPUL PRIVATE LAW PRACTIVE. 

POR THE PAST 15 YEARS HE HAS WRITTEN POR THE PRESTIGIOUS 
BARCELONA NEWSPAPER LA VANGUARDIA, AND MORE RECENTLY HAS 
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HAD A SYNIDICATED COLUMN APPEARING IN 15 NEWSPAPERS. HE 
WENT TO THE U.S. ON A LEADER GRANT IN 1964. HE IS MARRIED AND 
HAS SEVEN CHILDREN. 

3. INTELLECTUALLY BRILLIANT, HE HAS BEEN ACCUSED OF 
BEING EGOCENTRIC. OUR CONSULATE GENERAL IN BARCELONA 

NOTES THAT HE IS A CONTROVERSIAL FIGURE. UNPOPULAR WITH CATALAN 
NATIONALISTS, AND CERTAINLY NOT A TRULY CATALAN SPOKESMAN 
IN THE CABINET. UNLIKE OTHER OUTSIDERS WHO MOVED TO 
CATALONIA AND BECAME ALMOST MORE CATALAN THAN THE CATALANS, 
JIMENEZ DE PARGA DID NOT. NOW THAT SUAREZ HAS INDICATED 
A WILLINGNESS TO GRANT CATALONIA (AND OTHER REGIONS) A 
CERTAIN DEGREE OF AUTOMONY (TO BE DEFINED BY THE NEW CORTES), 

THE NEW MINISTER OF LABOR RELATIONS MAY DEVELOP A NEW OUTLOOK ON 
REGIONAL MATTERS. AT ALL EVENTS, LONG IDENTIFIED WITH THE 
POLITICAL ' OPPOSITION ', HE WILL NOW BE IN A POSITION TO 
PROMOTE SOME OF THE DEMOCRATIC REFORMS IN LABOR THAT HE HAS BEEN 
CALLING FOR. 

4. IN COMPANY WITH A NUMBER OF FORMER "OPPOSITION" 

LEADERS, JIMENEZ DE PARGA HAS BEEN CRITICAL IN THE PAST OF THE 
U.S. AS A YOUNG VISITOR IN 1964, HE APPARENTLY TOOK THE U.S. TO 
TASK FOR ITS POLICY OF SUPPORT FOR FRANCO. AS LATE AS SEPTEMBER 
1976, HE MADE IT A POINT TO TELL AN EMBOFF THAT THE 

U.S. HAD A "BAD IMAGE" IN SPAIN BECAUSE - IN HIS VIEW - WE 

HAD NOT COME OUT STRONGLY ENOUGH IN FAVOR OF THE EMERGING 
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DEMOCRATIC FORCES. AND YET, NOTING IN THE SAME CONVERSATION THAT 
THE THE THEN DEMOCRATIC OPPOSITION TRADE UNIONS LACKED MACHINERY 
AND ORGANIZING ABILITY, HE DECLARED THAT "U.S. LABOR MUST HELP " 

THE STRUGGLING FREE TRADE UNIONS, AS MUST THEIR EUROPEAN TRADE 
UNION FRIENDS. IT WOULD BE WORTH THE POLITICAL RISKS, INVOLVED, HE 
SAID, IF SPAIN'S FRIEDNS DID NOT WANT TO SEE THE DEMOCRATIC SYSTEM 
DIE STILLBORN. ON THE BASIS OF SUCH REMARKS, IT WOULD SEEM 
THAT THE NEW LABOR RELATIONS MINISTER WOULD PERSONALLY NOT LOOK 
ASKANCE AT FRATERNAL AMERICAN TRADE UNION ASSISTANCE TO THE 
SPANISH FREE TRADE UNION MOVEMENT. 

5. IN SOME INITIAL COMMENTS JULY 5, FOLLOWING HIS APPOINT- 
MENT, JIMENEZ DE PARGA PINPOINTED UNEMPLOYMENT AND "REGIONAL 
IMMIGRATION" AS URGENT PROBLEMS, HE CONSIDERED HIS 
"CONFLICTIVE " MINISTRY A KEY ELEMENT IN THE NEEDED RE- 
STRUCTURING OF SPANISH SOCIETY. CURRENT LABOR LEGISLATION 
WAS "OUTDATED" AND HE BELIEVED NEW LABOR LAWS MUST BE 

TIED CLOSELY TO THE NEW CONSTITUTION. FINALLY, HE INDICATED 
HE WISHED TO MAINTAIN VERY CLOSE CONTACT WITH THE NEW 
SPANISH TRADE UNION LEADERS.STABLER 
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